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MISSIONARY EXPER(ENCES IN THE NETHERLANDS 


BY ELDER JOHN W. VOLKER. 

In the fall of 1885 (September 17th), | Bidwell, who was called to the North- 
I received a notice from President | Western States. At Salt Lake City 
John Taylor that I was called to per- some more Elders for the Southern 
form a mission to the Netherlands; | States joined us. I traveled to New 
and although I was warned by a dream | York from Chicago in company with 
two nights previously, my wife also | Elder J. H. Kelson, and at New York 
having a similar manifestation, the | I met some other brethren who had 
call was rather unexpected, as E had | left home a day before I did. On Oc- 
been home only 22 months after my | tober 20th, at 2 p.m. we left New 
return from my first mission. I ac- | York on the S. S. Wisconsin for the 
cepted the call with gratitude to my | Old World. We hada very pleasant 
heavenly Father for being counted | trip across the ocean, and landed at 
worthy to labor in His vineyard as Liverpool on October 30th at 2.30 
one of His servants; yet I felt my p.m. We were all glad to land and 
weakness to go to my native land to | wend our way to the Liverpool offi 
do such a work. There being no mis- | where I was appointed President 
sionary in that country at that time, the Netherlands Mission by President 
the last one having left there about | D. H. Wells. The next day I left 
ten months before, it was quite a trial | Liverpool, and arrived in D, 
to go there all alone, being also young | where I remained over Sunday, meet- 
and inexperienced. But through the ing with old acquaintances which I 
encouraging words of those placed | made there while on a visit during my 
over me, all fear fled from my heart, | first mission. I met Elders R. Sloan 
and my faith in the promises of the | and James MeMurrin while there, 
Lord became strong, so that I put my | and had a very pleasant time with 
whole trust in Him, believing that them. 

He would assist me, which was also I left London on November 3rd, 
promised me when I was set apart. and arrived in Amsterdam on the 4th, 
I left Ogden City on October 14, feeling grateful to my heayenl 

1885, in company with Elder Joseph Father for my safe arrival. I visi 
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a brother who was a priest, and who 
was presiding over that branch, and 
he welco me, as also did his 
family. This brother offered me his 
house for my lodgings, which I ac- 
cepted, and there I remained for two 
when his family emigrated to 
Lion. I found a branch there with 
about a dozen Saints, of whom but 
one fete now, the — 2 havin 
emi or apostati visite 
the other branches of the Mission, but 
they were not organized. I found the 
Saints all in a scattered condition, 
and although no missionary had been 
in the Netherlands for about ten 
months the Mission was in a fair con- 
dition, and under the care of a local 
Elder, who had had charge for that 
time. I was at a loss what to do, but 
I prayed unto the Lord and asked 
His assistance, and then commenced 


to work. But first of all I tried to 


get the Saints in as good a condition 
us possible. I began my labors in 
Amsterdam, and translated the “Gos- 
pel of Christ” into the Dutch lan- 
age, and had 10,000 copies printed. 
These I took and distributed at the 
houses of the people, stating that I 
would call again after three days. 
This plan gave me a good opportunity 
to talk with the people at their fire- 
eg 


sid 

I also did my best to rent a ball, 
and was successful. I secured one 
which would hold about two hundred 
people; but as a general rule there 
were not more than from seven to 
fifteen persons who attended meet- 
ings. Still I did not feel discouraged 
for my trust was in the Lord; and 
although our congregations were small, 
we had good meetings, having the 
Spirit of the Lord with us. I trans- 
lated other tracts and sermons, which 
I sent around in manuscript form to 
the different branches, so they could 
hold meetings and read them, and be 
encouraged to faithfulness. 1 trans- 
lated the Morgan Tracts Nos. 1 and 2, 
of which about 7,000 each have been 
printed since that time, and almost 
all have been distributed. 

I soon found out that it was a bard 
matter for me to labor all alone, for 
it took about all my time to keep in 
the Church those that were members, 
s that tracting and visiting outside 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


parties were almost impossible. I 
wrote to President D. H. Wells for 
assistance, and asked for about five 
more missionaries, but I got only two 
Eiders—B. Hertjes and H. Krumfer- 
man. These trethren arrived in June, 
1886, and we commenced our labors 
with prayerful hearts, and tracted as 
much as possible, first delivering Mor- 

’s Tract No. 1, allowing five days 
or its perusal. Then we collected 
them again, talked with the ple, 
and left them Morgan’s Tract No. 2 for 
five days; then returning, gave them a 
tract called The Kingdom of God; 
and after that The Divine Calling of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. We also 
visited the people by night, and thus 
we had no spare time remaining. We 
had great blessings upon our labors, 
and baptisms increased every month, 


which gave us much joy. 
Having been instructed by Presi- 
dent D. 


Wells, I called two young 
men, ordained them Elders, and they 
were appointed as missionaries. Their 
names are A. Bel and E. Neuteboom. 
They hoth labored very — : 
our congregations grew larger, an 

thus the work of the 
very prosperous. In the daytime we 
went out distributing and collecting 
tracts, and at night we visited the 
people, sometimes until late in the 
morning; and although Satan tried 
with all his might to oppose us, the 
Spirit and power of the Lord was 
with us, so that we were not con- 
founded. 

After translating sermons and other 
tracts I commenced the translation of 
the Book of Mormon. That finished, 
I translated the following works :— 
Doctrine and Covenants, 8 
Letters, Key to Pee, oice of 
Warning, Pearl of Great Price, Medi- 
ation and Divine Au- 
thenticity of the Book of Mormon, 
Mormon Doctrine, and other works. 
All these works I sent around in — 
of about 24 pages, in manuscript form, 
to the different branches, where they 
held special meetings to read them; 
and all testified that these transla- 
tions have been a great blessing to 
While th 

e this mission was growing 
under the blessings of the Almighty, 
in fulfillment of God's promises, 


* 
— 

2 

* 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 403 


became necessary to have some more 
2 It was desirable that we 
should spreid out a little. I wrote 
and asked for more help, and in May 
1887, we received the assistance of 
Elder P. W. Stam, who, after staying 
one year, was released to return home. 
Some time in June, 1887, I received 
the assistance of two Elders, young 
men from Utah—Elder D. F. Collett, 
from Smithfield, being 20 years old, 
and Elder Asa W. Judd, from Kanab, 
being 18 years old. These young men 
had been called on a mission to Eng- 
land; but on arriving in Liverpool, 
President Teasdale was led by the 
Spirit to appoint them to the Nether- 
lands, as the work of the Lord re- 
quired their assistance there. It was 
quite a surprise to them, since they 
could not speak the language; but as 
they had given themselves to the ser- 
vice of the Lord they were willing to 
labor wherever the Lord required it. 
They have been greatly blessed in 
acquiring the language, and now they 
are able to raise their voices to this 
nation, and publish the glad tidings 
of great joy with power, and have 
been doing so for the last year. 
They are faithful young men, and it 
would be a blessing for this Mission 
and nation to have about ten more of 
such young men, and about ten more 
native Elders to push the work. 

In March, 1888, Elders H. Krum- 
ferman and A. Van Dam were sent to 
our assistance, and that gave us a 
force of about ten missionaries, 50 
that the work continued, and baptisms 
took place every week. We did not 
have sufficient time to visit all we had 
to visit, so that our time was well 
taken up. Our Sunday school, which 
had been organized with about seven 
children, had prospered considerably, 
and all took a great interest. In May, 
1888, I organized a relief society, with 
Sister C. Crezee as president, with 
two counselors. In that same month 
Elders H. Krumferman and W. P. 
Stam were released to return home; 
and in August following, Elder B. 
Hertjes was released. The latter has 
since been called in, and is ex- 

ted here next f After having 
u on this mission about three 
years it was purposed, if it would 
meet the approval of the authorities, 


and though I was then thi 
being released, I was told to remain 
and wait the outcome in regard to the 
Book of Mormon, and also to remain 
till some one was called to succeed me 
in the Presidency. So I commenced 
anew, and made preparations to have 
the Voice of Warning printed, which 
is now being done, an edition of about 
2,000 copies being published. In the 
meantime Elder F. A. Brown of Og- 
den was appointed to succeed me, and 
he arrived here on the Ist of March 
last, with instructions to have the 
Book of Mormon printed. This work 
having to be done, I commenced the 
correction of the translation, and it is 
now in such a condition that all that 
is to be done is to get it printed. This 
work will commence in July. My 
work being finished, I am released to 
return home, and do so feeling grate- 
ful to my heavenly Father, as do also 
my other brethren, for the many 
blessings we received upon our labors. 
The Branch at Amsterdam being 
the largest, is in a prosperous condi- 
tion, and also the other branches; but 
on account of the — ol the 
Saints the other branches are rather 
small. New fields have been opened, 
and there are a great many fields to 
be opened yet, if there were but 
laborers. Our Sunday School num- 
bers now about 70 members, average 
attendance 60. Our relief society 
numbers about 30 members, average 
attendance 20, meeting weekly. Every 
other week the members of the relief 
society meet for the purpose of sewing 
for the poor, receiving donations, &c. 
They also buy cloth and make under- 
clothing. Last Christmas the relief 
society donated 77 shirts, one shirt to 
each member of the Sunday school; 
and they are doing considerable good. 
The powers of the Lord have been 
greatly manifested in healing the sick, 
which has been a cause of strengthen- 
ing the testimonies of the Saints, who 
testify freely of these things. At every 
meeting we have strangers in our 
midst. The Sunday school has been 
under the supervision of the mission- 
aries, taking lead of it myself. I also 
4 a theological class for the 
0 


er brethren for the p ot 
getting them interested in, oad trained 


to have the Book of Mormon Lr 
nking of 
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to speak about the things of the Lord. 
In this labor the 2 take 
part, so that our time is pretty well 


occu 

I have had t joy in my labors, 
and I leave 24 and feeling satis- 
fied that the Lord has accepted my 
labora, and that I have spared no 
pains to exhort my brethren and sis- 
ters, and instruct them in regard to 
the duties they owe to God. During 
my stay here 292 persons have been 

ded to the Church by baptism, 36 
persons 
emigrated, and a great many ren 
blessed, and some re-baptized. 

The publishing of the Book of Mor- 
mon and Voice of 1 will be a 
great help in publishing the Gospel 
to this nation; and I have no words 
to express my joy that the Lord has 
heard my prayers that this work 
might come before my native coun- 
trymen understandingly. President 
F. A. Brown, who had been here on a 
mission from 1865 to 1867, is getting 
along very,-well in acquiring the lan- 
gnage and in talking to the ple. 

is feeling fine, and rejoices in 
the p of the work. 

Oar . have been with some of 
the most learned, and the most ignor- 
ant, in fact with people of all classes, 
and we have spared no pains in giving 
the so-called “divines” an opportunity 
to investigate the principles of Mor- 
monism.” Tho s and tens of 
thousands have had the privilege to 
investigate, though but few compara- 
tively have received the Gospel. 
Many know it to be the truth, but for 
the shame of the world dare not obey 
its principles, thinking they will be 
hated by men, though they do not 
wish to be rejected of the Lord. The 
seed has been sown widely, 15,000 
tracts, “Glad Tidings of Great Joy,” 
having been distributed freely in the 

ks, along the streets, and also at 
the dwellings of the people; and I 
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have no doubt but our message will 
8 * fruit in the due time of 

e Lord. 

And I hereby give my testimony to 
all those who may read this, that I 
know this work, which is hated and 
ridiculed by the world, is of the Lord, 
and that God and Jesus Christ live. 
That God has spoken from the 
heavens, and called His servant 
Joseph Smith; that Joseph Smith 
was à Prophet of the living God, and 
that the day of God's judgments is at 
hand, and that in order to be saved 
all must believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, repent of their sins and be 
baptized by immersion for the remis- 
sion of their sins, and receive the lay- 
ing on of hands by those who have 
been called and authorized from Quod, 
for the reception of the Holy on 
or, in other words, “be born again o 
water and of the Spirit ;” and I testif 
that the power and authority to ad- 
minister these saving ordinances of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ are to be found 
only and alone with the Priesthood of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, who are sent abroad with- 
Out purse or scrip to preach the mes- 
sage of salvation to the nations of the 
earth. 

May God bless my native country- 
men, that their hearts may be in- 
clined to receive this Gospel. May 
He bless His servants who are labor- 
ing here, und in other parts of the 
world, to preach it, so that the honest 
in heart may be gathered to the land 
of Zion, which God has consecrated 
for the gathering of His people from 
the four quarters of the carth, M 
God bless every effort for the- | 
vancement of His cause. May He 
bless the work of His servants which 
they perform for His bonor and glory, 
that He may be glorified is my prayer 
7 desire in the name of Jesus. 

men. 


HABITS OF ORDER. 
— 


EVERYONE admits the importance of 
orderly habits, but few realize how 
widely they influence the welfare of 
society. It is customary to rank 
them among what are call 


the minor | 


moralities of life, and to treat the 
negligence which disregards them 
with great indulgence. Many good 
and great people, it is said, are v 

disorderly in their habits, and this % 


= 
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supposed to afford, if not a justifica- 
tion, at least an excellent excuse for 
the fault. It is, indeed, pitiable to 
see how frequently the only point in 
which the example of such men is 
followed is their imperfections, as in 
the case of the man who anxiously 
strove to imitate Mr. Emerson as a 
public speaker, but succeeded in at- 
taining only one point of resemblance, 
viz., to misplace his notes and pause 
in his speeches to rearrange them. 
The habit of order is much more far- 
reaching than is ey 7 
It governs all arran nts; those of 
time as well as of place; it influences 
thought as well as action; character 
as well asconduct. It is the constant 
preventer of waste in every direction. 


No disorderly person can ever be 
truly economical. He may work hard 
and spend little, but economy de- 
mands the best results that can be 
obtained from any given source, and 
these can only be through orderly and 
systematic ements. The man 
who has acquired orderly habits will 
so manage his time that it shall be 
fruitful. He will neither idly pro- 
crastinate nor hurriedly scramble 
through his work; he will neither put 
off to-day’s duty till to-morrow, nor 
force to-morrow’ into or He 
will provide for leisure as well as for 
action, for recreation as well as for 
labor. He will respect the time of 
others as well as his own, neither 
breaking , forcing 
people to spend. time wi m against 
re will. So in the matter of neat- 
ness, which is only one form of order, 
he will recognize its intrinsic fitness. 
That which is kept in its own place 
and preserved for its own uses, lasts 
longer and is of far more value while 
it lasts, than that which has no settled 
abiding place, 


In every manufactory or other large 
working institution the economy of 
this kind of order is fully recognized, 
and it is equally valuabie in its pro- 
portion wherever any labor is carried 
on. In the home it has even a deeper 
signiticance. Here also it is the foun- 
dation of economy, but it is likewise 
the foundation of beauty and delight. 
No home that is disorderly can ever 
be attractive, It may be costly and 


luxurious, but it can never charm the 
eye or — the heart. A presiding 
sense of order which provides for the 
needs of eye and ear, which secures 
harmony of arrangement and consis- 
tency of detail, which ministers to 
that restfulness of spirit which toil 
and care 80 tly need, is a neces- 
sary element in the home keeper. 
On that she may build whatever deco- 
ration and ornament she can com- 
mand, sure that each will fit into its 
appropriate function, while without 
it they would but add to the general 
confusion. 


Also in money matters the orderly 
habit is invaluable. It not only avoids 
loss of time and trial of temper, it 
prevents that ignorance and confusion 
which so often lead to extravagant 
and unwarrantable expenditure, and 
sometimes even to deceit and fraud. 
Doubtless many of the embezzlements 
and broken trusts that bring ruin and 
grief to thousands, could they be 
traced back, would found to have 
had their origin in a careless and dis- 
orderly use of money, long before an 
idea of dishonest dealing was enter- 
tained. The duty of keeping careful 
accounts, of always facing and know- 
ing one’s financial condition, and of 


regulating expenses 2 can- 
1 


not be too early or too fore im- 
pressed upon our youth, for order in 
this matter means peace of mind, free- 
dom from care, and name beyond 
reproach. 

The habit of order, thus regulating 
the outward life, will react upon the 
thoughta, the character, and the 
happiness of its fortunate possessor. 
He will not be satisfied to have his 
ideas lying in a confused heap, but 
will become master of them, and will 
know where to find and how to use 
them. He will be better able to con- 


trol his desires, to govern his impulses, 


to avoid extremes, to fulfill his obli- 
gations, for the fitness and order of 
all these things will be apparent to 
him. And this self-mastery always 
brings a sense of freedom and happi- 
ness, and multiplies the power of 
spreading happiness abroad. If “or- 
er is heaven's first law,” it certainly 
should occupy a high rank among the 
virtues of humanity.— Ledger. 


* 
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MORE MOBOCRACY. 
--—_0—— 


A District meeting of the Manches- 
ter Conference was held at Swinton 
on Sunday, June 23rd, President Geo. 
Teasdale being present. The attend- 
ance of the Saints was quite good, 
and a fine spirit was manifested in 
their midst. Just before commencing 
the evening services at 6 p.m., in- 
formation came to hand that an indi- 
vidual called Bolitho, and a number 
of other mobocrats, had come from 
Manchester; and it was evident there 
was going to be trouble. The first 
party of roughs who arrived consisted 
of ten or twelve men. They first held 
a consultation in the road in frout of 
the meeting-house, after which about 
half their number entered the hall, 
and the others went off, presumably 
for the purpose of raising a larger 
mob. The services proceeded, and 
without any very annoying manifes- 
tations from the rowdy element with- 
in. During the singing of the last 
hymn, all but the Saints and other 
orderly people left the hall and joined 
the rabble on the outside. At the 
conclusion of the services an effort 
was made to close the doors in order 
to keep the mobocrats from entering; 
but this proceeding was resisted, and 
quite a contest occurred at the doors. 

President Teasdale and the other 
Elders then passed out into the midst 
of the crowd, which altogether, not 
including the Saints, numbered from 
125 to 200 persons, some women being 
among them. As soon as the Elders 
were observed outside the building a 
shout was raised, Here they come.” 
President Teasdale, in company with 


some friends, attempted quietly to 
pass through the mob; but this they 
were from doing, being 
pushed and jostled about pretty 
roughly, though no blows were struck. 
The Elders were now forcibly de- 
tained and compelled to listen to a 
vile harangue by Bolitho, who spoke 
standing upon a chair. In his speech 
he accused the “Mormon” Elders of 
being murderers, seducers, etc. At 
the conclusion of this tirade of abuse, 
he used substantially this remarkable 
language: “I have told you what they 
(the Mormon Elders) are, and now 
turn them over to you(the mob).” It 
is fair to infer from this language that 
he supposed the = were suffi- 
ciently excited to do the Elders some 
bodily harm; but all were allowed 
ered any particular physical injury. 
As far as the Elders were concerned, 
they took no more notice of Bolitho’s 
remarks than they would of the bray- 
ing of a jackass. If the people choose 
to believe such rot, | must take 
the consequences with all who make 
and love a lie. The sisters present, 
both young and old, displayed a re- 
markable coolness and intrepidity, 
their only concern apparently being 
for the safety of those most in danger. 
They mingled freely with the mob, 
endeavoring to rescue their friend 

and no doubt in an emergency woul 

have done good service. Courage is 
an admirable trait, but we think it 
advisable for the sisters not to expose 
themselves to insult and danger, un- 
less there is no honorable alternative, 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
The town of Ostrog, Volhynia, Russia, has been burnt down, and a thousand persons 


rendered homeless. 


Damage estimated at $300,000 has been caused by a fire at Jersey City, which, ori- 
ginating in a machine shop, spread to and enveloped a molasses factory and other adjacent 


A Lloyd’s telegram from Levaka, Fiji, reports & fire there on the 6th of April, which 
destroyed a block of buildings and the contents, comprising the Bank of New Zealand 


and other offices. 


Despatches from Cuba report an excessive fall of rain in that island on the 23rd ult., in 
consequence of which the village of Batahave was submerged, many houses in Havana 
were submerged or undermined, and the tobacco crop in some districts terribly damaged. 


406 
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Seven men were killed by explosions following a fire which occurred on the 2lst ult., 
at Heyes’s firework establishment in Boston, U.S. 

News has been received of the total loss of the British steamer Altmore and the 
drowning of several passengers and seven of the crew, the vessel having struck, on 
the 22nd April, on a dangerous reef off Fiji Islands. 

Mail advices from India report that during operations at the State Laboratory, at 
Bhopal, a terrible explosion of gunpowder occurred, with the result that about forty 
people were blown to pieces, and serious damage done to property. 

Bgg.in, June 8.—A telegram from Lemberg states that the hamlet of Siewiawna, in 
the district of Jarowslaw, has been destroyed by fire. Over 200 families are homeless in 
consequence. The provincial government is taking measures for the temporary housing 
of the people. 

Disastrous floods have occurred in the Department of the Meuse, France. Houses 
and all kinds of property have been either swept away or seriously damaged, c untry 
roads and town and village streets cut up, and crops washed away. No loss of life has 
been reperted. 

The miners on strike in Bohemia have brought themselves inte conflict with the 
gendarmes at Kladno, with the result that two of the strikers were killed and twelve 
severely wounded, The disturbance was so serious that three battalions of infantry have 
been sent to the district. 


A severe earthquake shock has been felt at Rhondda Valley. The tremors and deep 
rumblings were so great that numbers of the inhabitants rushed up the moun- 
tains from their homes, whilst others hastened terror-stricken to the adjacent 


collieries, believing that au explosion had taken place. Fortunately no casualties are 


reperted. 

It is estimated that in the famine-stricken Ganjam district of Madras, 20,000 persons 
will require relief work for four months if there is a good monsoon, and 40,000 gratuitous 
relief. If the Monsoon fails, fully 100,000 will require relief. In the Patna division in 
Bengal the distress increases, and the number of persons employed on relief works has 
risen in the last fortnight from 32,000 to 46,000. 

A letter has been received from the Rev. Dr. Thomas, of Pittsburg, in reply to a cable 
inquiry as to the fate of Welsh residents at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, stating that there 
‘is reason to fear that the Rev. Dr. E. N. James, minister of the Welsh Congregational 
Church, and his wife, and most of the members of his church, must be counted among 
the lost, and that the three Welsh chapels had been swept away. 

A Standard Shanghai telegram says particulars have been received there of « terrible 
conflagration which lasted for four days, and destroyed more than half of the large and 
important city of Lachan (Sirchow !), in the province of Szechnen. Hundreds were 
crushed to death in their efforts to escape through the narrow streets of the burning city, 
and it is estimated that at least 1,200 lives have been lost. Ten thousand families are 
rendered homeless. 

Ass, June 19.—Severe thunderstorms, accompanied by torrential rains, have 
swept over Hesse, South Westphalia, Nassau, and Thuringia, during the past few days, 
extending east as far as Saxony and south into Bavaria. Considerable damage was done 
to agriculture, eorn fields being destroyed by hail, and covered with mud. The fruit, 
hay, and corn crops have suffered severely. Several persons were struck by lightning 
and killed. A number of cattle also perished. 


What is described as an unknown illness has affected a large number of people in 
Glasgow recently. The symptoms were spasms in the stomach and vomitings, with pains 
in the back, throat, and head, with violent diarrhœa, and the attacks lasted from two to 
six days. In the Royal Infirmary twenty-five people—nurses, cleaners, and resident 
physicians and surgeons— were affected. Although the cause of the outbreak is unknown, 
it has been attributed to the change of diet made by many owing to the advent of summer 
weather. 


— 


— — — 
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MONDAY, JULY 1, 1889. 


THE TESTIMONY OF PROPHECY. 


———E—Eʒ — 


THE prophetic evidences of the divinity of the Gospel which the Almighty 
has restored to the world in these latter days, through the instrumentality of 
His chosen servant, Joseph Smith, are abundant and of the most convincing 
character. They constitute a volume of proof which is deserving of more 
than ordinary consideration. Their interest or value does not arise from any 
essential difference which exists between the principles of modern and ancient 
prophecy; but is due to the fact that special and distinguishing virtues 
inhere in all truly prophetic evidences, because of the unmistakably Divine 
character of prophecy itself. : 
Isaiah, speaking for the Almighty concerning the prophetic gift or power, 
says: Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye 
are gods” (Isaiah xli, 23). In harmony with the truths which the prophet 
teaches in this Scripture, there are other passages relating to the same. sub- 
ject which are, in some respects, more explicit. The word of the Lord which 
was given to ancient Israel in response to their request for a key by which a 
false prophet might easily be distinguished from a true one, is as fullows: 
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the 
Lord hath not spoken? When a prophet s eth in the name of the Lord 
if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord 


hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously; thou shalt 
not be afraid of him (Deut. xviii, 21, 22). 


This all relates to the manner of detecting a false prophet, and of course 
when the opposite conditions are fulfilled, we may know that the prophecies 
come from God. Jeremiah is quite clear on this point. He says:, 


The prophet which prophesieth of 1 when the word of the prophe 
shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known that the Lord hath sent 
him (Jer. xxviii, 9). 

Quotations from Scripture concerning the value of the evidence afforded 


by prophecy shall be concluded with the following extract from the writings 
of St. Peter: 


We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day da 
and the day star arise in your hearts: knowing this first, that no seopheey of 
the scripture is of any private interpretation, For the prophecy came not in 
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old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter i, 1981). 

The substitution in this text of some word which has the sense of “ deli- 
very or “origination,” instead of interpretation, becomes very evident 
from what is said in verse 21. The statements made in this Scripture are 
substantially: 

1. Prophecy is a sure word, testimony or evidence of a Divine manifesta- 
tion to mankind. 

2. It is never given to anyone but by the inspiration of God; and, conse- 
quently, those who receive it may be known as His servauts. 

3. It is a shining light and guide to all. Those therefore who are wise will 
comply with the apostle’s exhortation to give heed thereto. 

The general views expreased already arefully supported by many of the 
eminent theologians of Christendom. For example, Dr. Richards, in treating 
at Oxford University on the divine origin of prophecy, says: 


The foresight with which the ancient prophets were endowed, was emi- 
nently more than human, and was alone more than sufficient to establish the 
certainty of a divine mission. The frequent display of distant and unerring 
prescience, at which the unassisted mind of man can never arrive, is a decisive 
proof of inspiration, and bears upon it the seul of divinity. . . 


. The 
series of predictions which we possess is alone sufficient to establish the cer- 
tainty of a divine Revelation. ä 


The opinion of the celebrated commentator, Dr. Adam Clarke, coincides 
exactly with the foregoing, He says: 

The gift of propliecy was the greatest which God gave to men upon the 
earth, . . and the office (of a prophet) was immediately from God (Com., 
Introduction to Isaiah.) 

Having shown from Scriptural sources, and from the opinions of learned 
and eminent theologians, the unmistakable value of prophetic evidence t 
demonstrate the inspiration and divine mission of the person by whom the 
prophecies are uttered, we purpose to investigate the claims of the Latter- 
day Saints respecting modern prophets and prophecies. Briefly stated, these 
are that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was established 
through the instrumentality of a true prophet of God. The proof of this 
claim, in view of what Scripture teaches concerning prophecy, simply con- 
‘sists in the production of a fulfilled prophecy, or of a number of them. 

The first of these to be considered is one which relates to the coming forth 
of the work of God itself. Concerning this matter Joseph Smith said: “Now 
behold a marvelous work is about to come forth among the children of men” 
(Doctrine and Covenants, sec. 4, par. 1). These words were spoken in Feb. 
1829, more than one year before the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints was organized with six members only. The «lement of time possesses 
sufficient interest in connection with the fulfillment of this prophecy to receive 
some attention. In sec. 3, par. 9 (Doc. and Cov.), this is written: Behuld, 
thou art Joseph, and thou wast chosen to do the work of the Lord, Lut be- 
cause of transgression, if thou art not aware thou wilt fall.” This declara- 
tion was made in 1828, But prior to this date the prophet had been informed 
by the angel Moroni that God bad a work for him (Joseph) to perform. (See 
Pearl of Great Price, page 62). From what is written there we readily un- 
derstand that the work to which reference was made is the same as that 
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already mentioned, de., the establishment of a marvelous work among men. 
Moroni’s visit to Joseph occurred in 1823, and, hence, the prophecy we are 
considering dates substantially from that year. 

It should be observed that unfaithfulness on the part of the young prophet 
was the only cause assigned as an obstacle that could prevent the fulfillment 
of God's designs to establish His work by the hands of Joseph Smith. No 
allowance whatever was made for the varying and obstructive circumstances | 
which so often thwart human purposes. These were all to be set at defiance. 
But the objector replies that only a brief period—a few years at most— 
elapsed between the date when the promise to Joseph was given and the day 
of its fulfillment. This is undeniable, but a few years are surely sufficient 
time for great changes to take place in the affairs of men; time enough for 
vast numbers of purely human purposes to be abandoned, and for new ones 
to be conceived and undertaken; time enough for death to appear on the 
scene and put an eternal quietus on the schemes and ambitions of men. But 
in this case nothing unfortuitous occurred. Everything moved in harmony 
towards the accomplishment of the fixed purpose. There was not a jar in 
the proceedings, not a single detail failed, and death was kind and stood 
aloof. 

But not in the bare establishment of a predicted work, and by a designated 
individual, however, do we find the most remarkable fulfillment of the pro- 
phecy we are considering. The facts already mentioned are comparatively 
unimportant in view of the literal verification of the prophet’s word that the 
work about to be established should be a marvelous one. This characteristic 
of “ Mormonism” has been signally sustained from the very beginning of its 
organized appearance among men. Those who have embraced its principles 
and who have felt the wonderful influence which it is capable of exerting 
over their lives, can have no disposition to deny the marvelous character of 
this work. It possesses an influence which burns out the dross of human 
nature, and makes men and women consecrate their lives and fortunes to the 
cause of humanity, even though the latter in general are hostile and abusive 
towards their would-be benefactors. There is a power within it that sinks 
all differences of opinion in oblivion, and makes men barmonious and united 
in religious belief. It will take Jews, Mohammedans, Greeks, Romans, Pro- 
testants and pagans; Baptists, Methodists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians; be- 
liever and infidel; the savage of America and the man of culture, and bring 
them all to the unity of the faith in every case where its influences are allowed 
tolerable sway. Representatives from many nations have been gathered into 
this Church; but no matter from whence they come, all have a common 
testimony and experience. They see principle and duty too with a single 
eye. This is the statement, and the marvelous and notorious unanimity with 
which the Saints vote to sustain their ecclesiastical officers, for instance, 
affords the proof. On many occasions thousands of hands are raised affirm- 
atively, while there is not a single negative vote cast, although dissentients, 
if there be any, are invariably invited to vote as they please; and could there 
Le 100,000 of the “ Mormon” people assembled, they would still vote as a unit. 

Were “Mormonism” possessed of no other distinguishing characteristic 
but this one of having power to unite a discordant and diversified humanity 


ary 
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together, it would be truly marvelous. There is nothing else in this world 
that does or can accomplish such a work. Democracy or Republicanism in 
America can not do it, Liberalism or Conservatism in this country can not 
do it. Sectarianism can not do it. Nothing can but Mormonism,” and thus 
it becomes like a city set upon a Lill—an index of God that points the way 
to universal brotherhood and good will. This isa luminous seal of its divinity. 
The statements made respecting the wonderful unanimity of opinion enter- 
tained by this people, are acknowledged by their enemies, American poli- 
ticians proclaim against Mormonism” on this very ground; and thus they 
attest the truth of Joseph Smith’s inspired words. , 

If we look at this work from the standpoint occupied by its opposers, it 
must appear still more wonderful aud marvelous than it does when viewed 
in a friendly light. The people of the world affirm that the system of religion 
taught by the Latter-day Saints is an imposture, yet they must admit that it 
has taken out of their own churches thousands of the most honest and pure- 
minded Christians who have been indoctrinated in sectarianism from child- 
hood. They tell us that the principles of this Gospel are adapted only to 
the ignorance of the unlearned, yet many trained minds of the world have 
discovered in Mormonism” a philosophy which they could not gainsay. 
Its authorship is referred to men alone, yet under its influence the few are 
able to withstand the determined and protracted assaults of the many. They 
declare it to be weak, but no power has yet been found able to crush it. They 
proclaim it corrupt and lustful, but the world can point to no community to- 
day which is freer from vices of all kinds than that which has been built up 
by the Saints. In view of what “ Mormonism” has accomplished in a moral 
point of view, the more insignificant, fallacious and corrupt our enemies en- 
deavor to make this system appear, just in the same proportion does the work 
assume a marvelous aspect. It would thus seem that honesty cleaves to im- 
posture, intelligence clasps hands with ignorance, pure religion gravitates to- 
wards corruption, virtue flourishes on licentiousness, and strength comes out 
of weakness. Where such contradictions of nature and her laws are pre- 
sumab!y found, no one can deny the existence of the supremely marvelous, 
Thus while its friends testify with perfect unanimity that it is a marvelous 
work and a wonder, its enemies make it appear more so. 

In sec. vi, par. 1, of the Doctrine and Covenants this work is further spoken 
of as a great one. That it bas fully met this requirement none can deny. If 
it is not great, how does it come about that scientific men of the world give 
it their attention? How is it that the learning of the pulpit is brought to 
bear against it—that the power of the press is everywhere arrayed in opposi- 
tion to it? If it is not great, why do British statesmen write about it, and 
American legislators investigate it, and.why do millions of people profess to 
fear it? If it does not possess the elements of true greatness, how does it 
grow and spread in spite of all effoits to stay its progress and to crush its 
influence? As it goes forward with ever increasing power and momentum, it 
must be greater than all the opposition it encounters. Since this comes from 
pulpit and pew, press and people, it must be greater than ull these combined, 
or they could overthrow it. No one will deny that great effer.s in this 
direction have been made, but all have proved unavailing; for God has estab 
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lished this Church “never more to be thrown down nor given to another 
people.” 
lf Joseph Smith had never uttered another prophecy but this one which 
relates to the coming forth, marvelous character and greatness of this work, 
he would jastly be entitled to the appellation of “a prophet of God.“ B. 
3 [ro BE CONTINUED. ] | 


Sounp Apvick—The people of this generation would do well, in their 
opposition to Mormonism,” as they are pleased to call it, to consider the 
wise advice of Gamaliel: Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for 
if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: But if it be of 
God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found to fight against God.” 
A word to the wise is sufticient. 


Potice Apvice.—We call attention to the very excellent counsel of the 
police authorities in Sheffield to President Patterson, as stated in his letter 
published in this week’s issue of the Stan. This counsel is in harmony with 
the advice we have given to the priesthood and Saints to let the untruthfu 


peace- disturbing, anti- Mormon” fanatics severely alone. They are a ba 
element. The Latter-day Saints are Her Majesty's most able and law- 
abiding citizens, as the police records will bear witness. We wish the Elders 


and Saints to preserve this pruiseworthy character. 


almost wholly of British sub- 


SaILED.—A company of Saints, com ! 
jects, sailed from Liverpool for New York, June 22nd, per the S. S. Wisconsin 
of the Guion Line. This company consisted of 172 souls, but 12 of this 
number were from Holland. Nine returning missionaries are included. The 
usual organization was effected, Elder John W. Volker 8 in charge. 
We trust the journey may bs pleasant and prosperous. The next British 
company will sail(D.V.) August 31st. | 


— — — ˙‚— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


—0 
Salt Lake City, Utah, ing our 2 of emigrants were 
June 5, 1889. separated and placed in different parts 
President Geo, Teasdale. ) of the train, against our wishes and 


remonstrance. When we reached 
Cheyenne, we were again allowed to 
occupy contiguous cars, but were put 
to the inconvenience of making the 
22 at 2 a. m., the occupants of one 
car changing to another in the night. 
On the 4th instant a child of Sister 
Mary Taylor died at Laramie City, 
and the body was brought to Ogden 
for burial. A collection was taken 


Dear Brother,— Our company of 
emigrating Saints which sailed per 

S8. Wisconsin on the 18th of May, 
reached Castle Gardens, New Yor 
on the 29th, We had no trouble 
in 7 the emigration inspectors, 
and left the Old Dominion 8 
dock at 3.30 p.m. same day, a 
reached Norfolk, Va., next day at 
5.30 p.m., all well. o remained at 


Norfolk one hour, and then took the 
train westward. Nothing of import- 
ance occurred until we reached Den- 
ver, except the severe sickness of a 
little gir), the daughter of Brother 
Albert Taylor. She was administered 
to by the Elders, and speedily re- 
stored to health. 


At Denver the three cars contain-. 


up among the bretbren and sisters on 
the train, which resulted in obtaining 
$16.95 towards defraying the expenses 
of the burial. 

Without further incidents worth 
naming 


past midnight this morning, all in 
| good health and spirits, 
| With kind regards to all, and ever 
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praying for the success of our great 
cause, we remain your brethren in 
the Gospel, 
Mayuew H. Dattry, President, 
JosePH Prxton, Secretary. 


Belfast, June 17, 1889. 
President Geo. Teasdale. 

Dear Brother,—As it is sometime 
since you heard anything from this 
a of the Lord’s vineyard, I thought 

would send you a ew lines to let 
you know how we are ing. 

I am pleased to be able to state 
that I and my fellow-laborers are 
enjoying the best of health, and the 
spirit of our mission also, and are 
doing what we can in our weak way 
to 8 the Gospel and warn the 
people of the judgments of God, 
which are soon to come upon the in- 
habitants of the earth unless they re- 
pent of their sins and turn ante fi im. 

During the winter s ason our time 
was occupied in distributing 
trac 8, bearing our testimony to 
the people at their homes when they 
would allow us the privilege. Tbou- 
sands of families were visited in this 
way, and informed that God had 
again spoken from the heavens. 

Besides our labors in Belfast, El- 
ders J. E. Clark and E L. Sloan 
opened up a field in a little town 
called Newtownards, about eight miles 
distant, where the Gospel had not 
been preached for over twenty five 
years, Although they met with cun- 
siderab'e opposition at first, they suc- 
ceeded in cllawing a great d al of pre- 
judice and made a goodly number. of 
fri some of — — 

earnestly investigating the pel. 
After Elder Clarke — Elder 
Sloan has continued to labor amon 
them, and, before leaving. introdu 
Elder Noyes into that field. 

Since the summer weather set in 
we have been busy holding open-air 
meetings, and as we are not allowed 
the privilege prt in the pub- 
lic places as r sects are, we go 
— those — inci- 

occu working classes, 
and into the on the out- 


skirts of the city, and deliver our 
message to all whom we find willing 
to listen; but we find that there is 


even less interest taken this summer 
than last. The only reason I can 
more than ever carried away by the 
teachings of the different sect=, whose 
preachers are to be heard on every 
corner. 

I feel that I would be doing an in- 
justice were I not to mention our 
local priesthood, for they are always 
on hand to assist in distributing the 
printed word or in holding meetings, 
and are very desirous that others 
should be brought to the light of the 
Gospel as they themselves have been. 

According to the instraction given 
through the Star some months ago, 
we took up a labor with the Saints 
with a view of pruning the vine and 
getting rid of the dead branches. 

he result was that eleven persons 
were excommunicated for apostasy. 
The names of some of these were on 
our books, but not even the oldest 
Saints here had ever seen them, nor 
did we know where they lived. Others 
had lost all the light they ever en- 
joyed. Since action was taken against 
thes; parties there seems to be a new 
light come in among the Sain s, for 
the Branch is in a much healthier 
condition, and all seem determined 
to live more in accordance with their 
covenan 

With all our labors, there have 
been only three baptisms in the Mis- 
sion since the New Year came in; 
yet we do not feel discouraged, real- 
izing that God alone can convert the 
people; but we, as His servants, can 
preach the Gospel and warn the peo- 
ple of the judgments to come, and 
thus clear our skirts of the blood of 
this generation. 

We have used our best endeavors 
to get the Book of Mormon and Voice 
of Warning before the people, but 
have not been very successful. This 
class of literature they do not take 
kindly to. They consider that the 
— contains sufficient revelation 
rom 
We — tried on — — 
to get the newspapers to print articies 
for us, in the hope of thus reaching 
the reading public and allaying pre- 
judice, but have always met 
with a refusal. If the people have 
not received the warning, it is not for 
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lack of effort on our part to reach 


m. 
The Elders here join me in best 
wishes for yourself and all at 42.“ 
Ever praying the Lord to bless you, 
I am your broth r in the Gospel, 
H. M. Payne. 


Sheffield, June 25, 1889. 
President George Teasdale. 

Dear Brother,—The adversary has 
not yet entirely ceased his exertions 
in this part of the vineyard. Last 
evening a crowd commenced gather- 
ing in front of the office. I looked 
out to see what was causing the at- 
traction, and in the centre of a group 
perceived a man dressed in a white 
robe, with cap and apron on, purport- 
ing to be clothed in the garb of a 
“Mormon” Priest. He commenced 
haranguing the people on the alleged 
existence of crime in Utah, and also 
defamed the character of the mission- 
aries sent to this land, claiming that 
he knew whereof he wus speaking. 

He did not stay there long, but 
moved a block or two higher up the 
strcet. I have since learned that he 
went off because some of our nearest 
neighbors notified him that if he did 
not go they would call on the police 
authorities to move him. | 

I sent a messenger to the police 
station to notify the officers, and soon 
there were a number of police at hand. 
The inspector of this division, with a 
detective, called in at the offics and 
assured me of their protection; and 
he cautioned me not to go out on the 
street or enter into any controversy 
whatever with them. He told me 
that the man’s name was Nicholas, 
and that he came from Manchester 
that day. He stated also that he had 
sent a messenger to Nicholas, notify- 
ing him that if he did not keep the 

ce he would have him arrested. I 
ave since learned that he claimed to 
be Bulitho (which of the two it is I 
cannot tell, Lut I think it must be 
Nicholas), and that he purposed to 
remain for two weeks and put the 
“Mormons” to all the trouble he 
could. 

I gave the inspector the Star con- 
taining an account of the trial of 
Nicholas and Bolitho at Manchester. 
He was pleased to get it, and will I 
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think be ready to preserve the peace. 

I bave no fears as to the outcome, 
and am now willing to trust in the 
God of Israel, realizing that He is 
over and above all the works of His 
creation. 

Praying Gud to bless you, I am, 
your brother and fellow-laborer in the 
Gospel, JAS. L. Parrerson. 


June 23, 1889. 
President George Teasdale. 

Dear Brother,—In compliance with 
your request we submit the following 
in behalf of the company of Latter- 
day Saints now on board the 8.8. 
Wise main, off Queenstown. 

We left Liverpool about 4.15 p.m. 
yesterday. The Channel being smovth, 
the weather mild and the day bright 
and clear, we be our voyage, 
as the Saints generally do, by singin 
hymns of praiss to God and songs o 
farewell to old England, &. We 
also entertained ourselves quite freely 
with the music of the violin, cornet, 
d&c., thus making a —— time for 
ourselves as well as for many of our 
friends on board; and we must say, all 
things considered, we spent a very 
pleasant afternoon and evening. 

About 6 p.m. President Volker 
called the Elders together, and us- 
signed to each his duty as overseers 
of the various wards into which the 
Saints were divided, and gave them 
instructions to see that everything 
was kept clean, and to assist the 
Saints when it was necessary. He 
appointed the hours of prayer, 


kind to 
us, and the Saints feel well satistied 
with their lot. 

Later on some of the Saints began 
to feel indisposed, and to-day we find 
three or four who are slightly sea-sick. 
But under all circumstances we feel 
to say, “All is well.” Our Father is 
at the helm. 

We must also mention the kinduess 
of our fellow- passengers, for they are 
ind to us. 

0 
2 


The ship’s officers are ve 


will arrive at Queenstown about 
pm. With kind regards and a 
hearty “God bless you,” we remain 
J. W. President. 
R W. Stonxzy, Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF DISTRICT MEETING, NOTTINGHAM 
CONFERENCE. 


—0— 
Tax Latter-day Saints of the Not- 


tingham Conference held a District 
meeting in the Public Hall, Hucknall, 
Torkard, on Sunday, June 9, 1889, 
the following brethren being present: 
Apostle George Teasdale, President of 
the European Mission; President G. 
G. Hales, of the Nottingham Confer- 
ence, with Elders J. H. Hayes, H. 
Tilley, H. H. Shurtliff, O. H. Worth- 
ington, J. — J. E. Creer, and 


G. A. Remington raveling Elders in 
the Nottingham Conference. 
10.30 a.m. 


President Hales made a few remarks 
concerning the object of the meeting. 

Elders Hayes and Tilley then ad- 
ministered the Sicrament. During its 
administration, 

President Teasdale made a few re- 
marks, saying that the Latter-day 
Saints, by partaking of the Sacra- 
ment, renew their covenants with the 
Lord to keep His commandments. 

Elder Worthington was the next 
speaker, stating that no man could 
understand the things of God only by 
the Spirit of Gud. Explained the first 
principles of the Gospel, and exhorted 
all people to read their Bibles and ask 
the Lord to direct them aright. 

Elder Remington followed, saying 
that though a stranger in their midst, 
he was one with them in spirit; was 
grateful for the privilege of partaking 
of the Sacrament, and asked all to 
leave off evil habits and live nearer 
unto God. 

President Teasdale then occupied 
the remainder of the morning, making 
remarks which were highly iuterest- 
ing and instructive concerning the 
duties of the Saints, and the neces- 
9 making every effort to gather 
to Zion. 


2.30 p. m. 

A Priesthood meeting was held in 
the Saints’ meeting-house, Wyburn- 
street. There was a good attendance 
of the Priesthood of the various 
branches, 

President Bettridge, of Hucknall, 
reported the Branch as in a prosper- 
ous condition. The Priesthood worked 
well together, and a good work bad 


been done in tracting the town and 
neighboring villages. 

President Beird represented the 
South Normanton Branch as in a 
good condition on the whole. 

President John Wel!s reported the 
Nottingham Branch in à flourish- 
ing condition. A great work had 
been done by the sisters in tracting 
the town and villagcs in the neigh- 
borhood, and also in the outdvor 
meetings. 

President Hales then gave a report 
of the Conference. There had been 
24 baptisms during the lust 6 months, 
and 60,000 tracts had been distributed 
since the October Conference. The 
work of the Lord was progressing 
favorably, and there were prospects 
of additions. 

Presideut Teasdale then spoke for 
the remainder of the afternoon. Said 
he felt at home in the Priesthood 
meeting. Hedwelt at length on the 
free agency of man and individual 
salvation, and the consequences of 
apostacy. 

President Hales was honorably re- 
leased to return home to his family; 
and Elder J. H. Hayes was unani- 
mously sustained as President of the 
Nottingham Conference. 


6 p.m. 
President Teasdale read the 15th 
chapter of the Ist Book of Samuel. 
He showed the necessity of obedience 
to the commands of God. Said that 
all the confusion there was in the 
world to-day was in consequence of 
disobeying the counsels of God and 
rejecting Him as a ruler. He also 
explained the purpose of God in per- 
mitting man to come upon the earth, 
and his destiny through obedience to 
His laws. He explained the doctrine 
of the resurrection, and spoke of the 
visit of the Savior to the spirit world. 
Also bore a powerful testimony to the 

restoration of the Gospel in this day. 
There was a et attendance of 
Saints and strangers, considering the 
state of the weather, as it rained all 
the day. The Priesthood meeting 

was especially well attended. 
Joun WELLS, Secretary. 
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